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NEGOTIATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT
I apologize to the readers for writing a short letter this time. There
is plenty to say, but I cannot spare even a moment. I, therefore, give
the latest news first.
Mr. Gandhi was informed at 11 p.m. on Monday that he was
wanted by General Smuts. He accordingly went to see the General
on Tuesday morning. Mr. Cartwright and Mr, Quinn were also
called. There was a discussion for three hours with General Botha,
General Smuts, Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, Sir George Farrar, Mr. Lindsay,
Mr. Hosken and Mr. Ghaplin participating. In the end the Government
agreed to the following terms.
1.    The Act shall not be applicable to Turkish Mahomedans.
2.    Those who can prove that they had resided in the Transvaal for
three years before the  [Boer] War shall be permitted to enter,
3.    For children under- sixteen years registration shall not be necessary,
4.    When taking out a licence, either a well-formed  signature   or   a
thumb-impression  shall be  given.
5.    An appeal can be made to a magistrate [against the decision of the
Registrar of Asiatics] and to the Supreme Gourt against the magistrate's
decision.
6.    The Section1 relating to intoxicating drinks shall be deleted.
7.    The obnoxious law will be retained, but only as a dead letter and
it shall not apply to voluntary registrants or to those who may regis-
ter of their own accord in future,
8.    The deficiency2 in section 21 shall be rectified.
9.    Those who have taken out registers under the obnoxious law shall
be allowed to  apply for new ones.
A meeting was held on Tuesday evening to consider these points*
A large number of persons were present. It was decided in the end to
convene a meeting3 on Thursday, and invite persons from all parts
[of the Colony] to it.
1 Section 17(4) of the Asiatic Law Amendment Act; md& Vol. VTI, pp. 486-7.
2 The reference is to the Church Street property of Aboobaker Ahmed \viiich
was held in trust by H. S. L. Polak.   This section of the Asiatic Law Amendment
Act recognizes the right of an Asiatic to transmit to another Asiatic, by testamentary
or other inheritance, any fixed property acquired by him and registered in his name
before Law No- 3 of 1885 came into force.   F*fe VoL VII, pp. 437 & 440.
3 No report of this meeting is available. F*&, however, the- following item.